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life. To Florence this new friend was an inspiring
figure, for Alary Clarke had not been content to
accept the life of most of her class. The intel-
lectual* of Paris flocked to her salon, and she met
them on equal terms. That women should be
satisfied to be appendages to their husbands was
in her view an absurdity, and her example
encouraged Florence to hope that she, though in a
very different way, would break away from the
trammels of tradition.
The Nightingales returned to England in April
1839. The social round which had been some-
times exciting, often highly amusing, and only
very rarely dull in foreign countries seemed in-
tolerable to Florence in London, and much as she
loved Lea Hurst and Embley Park the constant
stream of visitors irritated her. Mrs. Nightingale
saw with annoyance that her daughter had not
been cured of fantastic notions, and Parthenope
made tearful protests that Florence was ungrateful
to cause so much unhappiness to their loving
parents. Study was Florence's refuge. She was
meeting important people in politics: Lord
Palmerston was a near neighbour in the country ;
Lord Shaftesbury occasionally visited Palmerston,
and Florence learned at first hand of the fight to
regulate conditions of labour in the factories.
She was well informed of the moves in the poll- *,*"
tical field - she was a staunch Whig - and heard
much of the difficulties between the Tories and the
young Queen Victoria, who had ascended the ,
throne in 1837.
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